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This ghost tale from New Jersey may illustrate the moral that if you happen to have a 
ghost in your house, the most practical course of action is to be hospitable. It might even 
pay off in hard cash...  
 
It seems that a house in Trenton had been known 
to be haunted for many years, and nobody would 
rent it, in spite of its being an attractive little 
cottage in a nice neighbourhood.  
 
Finally a local man with a rather bad reputation 
appeared and offered to take it over. The owner 
informed him of the house's reputation and 
detailed its history. The man was not at all fazed. 
He laughed and signed the lease, saying he 
wasn't afraid of man, monster, or ghost.  
 
One night, after living in the house about a week, 
the tenant had to go into the cellar. He took a 
candle and headed down. He was two steps 
above its stone floor when a huge black "thing" 
rose up at the bottom of the stairs. It had two 
glowing yellow-white eyes that seemed to stare 
clear through him. The man was startled but 
instead of fleeing he swore at the phantom and 
hurled his candlestick at it. The neighbours 

found him a day or so later. He was alive, but all 
his hair was burned off, and he was a mass of 
bruises from head to toe. He moved out as soon 
as he was able to.  
 
The next tenant was a gentle elderly lady who 
did a great deal of work for the local church. She 
had heard about the phantom, but the little house 
was inexpensive and it suited her, and she 
decided to move in, ghost or no ghost. She 

would take her chances, she said. It was lucky 
for her that she did.  
 
After several days in the house with no 
disturbance, she too had to go to the cellar after 
dark. As the gleam of the candle lit up the stone 
cellar, the gruesome thing rose up before her. 
She held the candle higher and said very calmly, 
"My, you startled me, my friend, but what in the 
name of heaven do you want? Is there anything I 
can do to help you, as long as we are going to 
live here together?" To her astonishment the 
black shape motioned for the lady to follow. It 
slowly drifted back across the stone flagging of 
the floor to an old wooden chest in the corner. 
She followed with the candle and obeyed the 
directions of the "thing" when it motioned for 
her to move the chest aside. It was empty, and 
she moved it easily. She found a loose flagstone 
underneath. The murky figure motioned for her 
to lift the flagstone, and again, she complied. 
Underneath it was a lead-lined box full of old 
gold coins. She stared at them for a moment. 
Then, half to herself, she said, "Can these be for 
me?" and turned to look at the phantom. It was 
gone, but a cool breeze touched her on the cheek 
in an almost friendly caress.  
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THE THING IN THE CELLAR 25 COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS right wrong 

1. A house with a ghost is a haunted house. X  

2. A cottage is a house in the country.   

3. The owner of the house didn’t believe in monsters or ghosts. Therefore he 
had a bad reputation. 

  

4. The man who moved into the house was a man of bad reputation who 
wasn’t afraid of man, monster, or ghost. 

  

5. There was a friendly ghost in the attic.   

6. When the man went into the cellar he lit a candle.   

7. When the man saw the ghost, he ran away immediately.   

8. The man wasn’t friendly to the ghost.   

9. The ghost wasn’t nice to the man.   

10. The man left the house as soon as he could.   

11. Then an elderly lady moved into the house.   

12. The elderly woman was very afraid of ghosts, because she never went to 
church. 

  

13. The elderly woman liked the house because it wasn’t too big and it didn’t 
cost a lot. 

  

14. The very first night that the elderly woman lived in the house the ghost 
appeared and showed her who was boss. 

  

15. It seemed that the ghost didn’t like candlelight.   

16. The ghost didn’t talk to the lady, but it made signs.   

17. Flagstones are flat stones used to cover the floor in a house or a garden.   

18. A chest is a box.   

19. The first box was filled with old clothes and rubbish.   

20. There was a hidden treasure in the cellar of the house in Trenton.   

21. The ghost didn’t want to give the gold to the elderly lady.   

22. The cold breeze was the ghost’s warning not to touch the gold.   

23. The moral of the story is: Be nice to everyone, even if it’s a ghost.   

24. We could say that the hospitability of the elderly woman payed off in hard 
cash. 

  

25. If you find you have a ghost in your house, it is advisable to do like the 
man: To laugh and to swear at the phantom.  

  

 


